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What are lifetime directors IDs and do you need one?

From 1 November 2021, directors will be required to register for a unique identification number that
they will keep for life, much like a tax file number under a rewrite of Australia’s business registers.

This applies to directors if their organisation is a company, registered foreign company, registered
Australian body or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander corporation.

The introduction of the Director Identification Number (DIN) regime is part of the Government’s
Modernisation of Business Registers (MBR) Program creating greater transparency and tracking
the movements of individuals over time. The MBR will unify the Australian Business Register and
31 ASIC business registers, including the register of companies. In effect, the system will create
one source of truth across Government agencies for individuals and entities and will be managed
by the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).

As director, you must apply for your director ID yourself as you will need to verify your identity. No
one can apply on your behalf. However, your AHJ contact will be able to assist with the process.

How to apply for your director ID

Step 1: Set up myGoviD
You will need a standard or strong identity strength myGovID to apply for your director ID online.

If you:

1.don’t have a myGovID, you can find information on how to download the app at How to set up
myGovID, alternatively your AHJ Contact can provide assistance; or

2.have a myGovID, you don’t need to do anything until November when you can apply for your
director ID.

Step 2: Gather your documents

You will need to have some information the ATO knows about you when you apply for your
director ID:

e your Tax File Number (TFN)

« your residential address as held by the ATO

« information from two documents to verify your identity (ATO Notice of Assessment, Centrelink
details, bank account details ect)

Your AHJ Contact can assist with accessing some of the documents needed for the verification.

Step 3: Complete your application

Once you have a standard or strong identity strength myGovID, and your documents, from
1 November 2021 you can access the application here and apply for your director ID. The
application process should take less than 5 minutes.

Further, if you would like to discuss any of the above, please feel free to email your AHJ contact or
enquiries@ahjackson.com or call (07) 3253 1500.



mailto:enquiries@ahjackson.com
https://www.mygovid.gov.au/set-up
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This message, or any part thereof, and any attachments may contain confidential information intended
only for the use of the addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipientof this message you
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, printing, reproduction or storage of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error please destroy all copies and
contact our office direct or by replying to the sender. All views expressed in this message are those of
the individual sender. You may not rely on this message as advice unless subsequently confirmed in
writing by a Partner of AH Jackson and Co. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional
Standards Legislation. AH Jackson & Co Chartered Accountants are registered tax agents under the Tax
Agent Services Act 2009 (registration no. 60707003) and authorised to provide advice about liabilities,
obligations or entitlements that arise under Commonwealth taxation laws which you can rely on for tax
purposes. Any information | provided to you was purely factual in nature and did not take into account
your personal objectives, situation or needs. The information is objectively ascertainable and is not
intended to imply any recommendation or opinion about a financial product. This does not constitute
financial product advice under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth). It is recommended that you obtain
financial product advice before making any decision on a financial product such as a decisionto purchase
or invest in a financial product. Please contact us if you would like to obtain financial product advice.
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